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Changing consumption pattern in Maharashtra 

 
Ekta Sawai and Dr. Nishant Shende 

 
Abstract 

Consumption is one of the most important components of growth and development of an economy and, 

therefore, changing consumption patterns have significant impact. This paper attempts to highlight the 

trend and pattern of food and non-food consumption expenditure in rural and urban areas in Maharashtra 

during the period from 1972-73 to 2017-18. The monthly per capita consumption expenditure (MPCE) 

on food items has declined from 73.7 per cent to 48.7 per cent and on non-food items has increased from 

26.2 per cent to 51.3 per cent during 27th round (1972-73) to 75th round (2017-18) in rural Maharashtra. 

While in the urban Maharashtra the expenditure on food items has declined from 63.6 per cent to 40.6 per 

cent whereas expenditure on non-food items has shown a steady increase from 36.4 per cent to 59.4 per 

cent during the 27th round (1972-73) to 75th round (2017-18) in rural Maharashtra. Monthly per capita 

consumption of major cereals (in quantity kg) has decreased in both rural and urban areas in Maharashtra 

during the 27th round and 75th round. An increasing share of expenditure has been going to non-food 

sector in both rural and urban areas; but the proportion of expenditure on food items has shown a 

declining trend. This decline is higher in urban areas than rural areas. 

 

Keywords: Food and non-food consumption, consumption expenditure, consumption pattern, rural and 

urban 

 

Introduction 

Consumption is an integral part of all human beings to sustain life. We buy, eat and take 

advantages of different goods and services. In common parlance, the term 'Consumption' refers 

to the act of using up the resources, whereas in economic theory it means the final use of 

goods and services to satisfy human wants, needs and desires. It is a process of deriving utility 

from goods and services which are not intended to be an investment of some sort.  

Consumption is defined as the total value of expenditures on goods and services for the current 

use by the household sector. Consumption clearly contributes to human development when it 

enlarges the capabilities and enriches the life of people without adversely affecting the well 

beings of others. Variations in consumption habits are visible as there exist difference in set of 

socio-economic, cultural, religious, psychological and environmental contexts. A country's 

consumption habit reflects a clear picture of its standard of living, human development and the 

nature of its economic growth. 

Consumption is an important activity performed by the household sector. Whatever personal 

income we obtain, from one source or the other, is spent either on consumption or is saved. 

Presently, consumption is exacerbating inequalities. The consumption pattern in India is 

defined with the reference to the consumer expenditure survey by NSSO. These surveys divide 

rural and urban population into different expenditure groups. The distribution of household/ 

person and the per capita monthly expenditure on food and non-food item is given for each 

group. 

Household consumption pattern is an important barometer of individual welfare and well 

being of a country. Consumption is one of the most significant components in all economies. 

As a dominant part of the Gross Domestic Product the change in consumption carries weight 

in determining the growth and success of the economy. The level of consumption, per capita 

income, the standard of living are some of the prominent determinants of economic status of a 

society. Increase in per capita income and per capita consumption expenditure are some of the 

macro level indicators of development and the household expenditure is a micro level 

indicator.  
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According to Simon Kuznets (1995), economic growth of a 

nation involves industrialization, urbanization and change in 

the relative economic position within the nation. These 

changes, on the other hand, influence the consumption level 

in an economy; which indicates a close relationship between 

consumption and economic growth. There are so money 

economic theories which explain the relationship between 

consumption change and economic growth. In various growth 

models also consumption takes a key parameter role. J.M. 

Keynes keeps consumption function at the very heart of 

economic system. The benefit of consumption has spread far 

and wide; today more people are better fed and housed than 

ever before. Human beings eat a wide variety of food and 

their food basket changes with change in their economic and 

demographic status. Dynamic nature of human wants leads to 

change in consumption pattern. Variation in consumption 

habits are visible in different regions, as there exist a 

difference in environmental, social, economic, cultural and 

psychological contexts. No doubt, consumption is an 

individual matter; but their desires and satisfaction are 

dependent to the society which they belong. An individual's 

consumption pattern is more or less influenced by the habits 

of their ancestors and neighbors also. 

 

Objectives of the study  

1. To analyse the commodity wise trends in monthly per 

capita consumption expenditure (MPCE) pattern in rural 

and urban area of Maharashtra.  

2. To study the trends in consumption expenditure of food 

and non-food items in Maharashtra.  

3. To examine the changes in consumption pattern in 

Maharashtra. 

 

Collection of data  

This paper is based on the secondary data collected from 

various sources, such as National Accounts Statistics, Central 

Statistical Organization (CSO), Government of India, Reports 

of National Sample Survey organization (NSSO), 

Government of India, various websites, published and 

unpublished reports and journals etc.  

NSSO has completed ten quinquennial surveys from 2072-73 

to 2017 - 18. The following table shows that in Maharashtra 

average MPCE has been increasing over the years in rural and 

urban areas. 

 
Year Rounds 

1972-73 27th round 

1977-78 32nd round 

1983-84 38th round 

1987-88 43rd round 

1993-94 50th round 

1999-2000 55th round 

2004-05 61st round 

2009-10 66th round 

2011-12 68th round 

2017-18 75th round 

 

Statistical tools 

1. Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) 

The Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) is estimated to 

study the percentage increase or decrease in the selected 

parameters. The following formula is used to determine the 

CAGR.  

 

 = ((
𝑭

𝑷
)

^

 (
𝟏

𝒏
)) − 𝟏 

Where,  

F = ending value  

P = beginning value  

n = number of years.  

 

2. Analysis of growth rate in per capita consumption  

Compound growth rate was estimated to study the percentage 

increase or decrease in the selected parameter. The following 

exponential growth function used. 

 

 Y = a . bt  

  

Where, 

Y = Expenditure on food / non- food items  

a = Intercept 

b = Regression coefficient 

t = Time  

 

CGR = [Antilog (log b) – 1 ] x 100 

 

3. Measures of instability consumption expenditure  

Coefficient of variation of area and production was calculated 

as a measure of stability by using following formula. 

 

 𝐶. 𝑉. % =
S.D.

Mean
 x 100 

 

4. Absolute change and relative change 

The absolute change and the relative change in consumer 

expenditure on food and non- food items during the 68th 

(2011-12) round and 75th (2017-18) round. The absolute and 

relative change will measured by using formula given below.  

 

 Absolute change = Current year – Base year  

 

Where,  

Current year = consumption expenditure at current year 

(2017-18) Base year = consumption expenditure at base year 

(2011-12)  

 

 Relative change =
Current year−Base year 

Base year 
 x 100 

 

Results and Discussion 

Keeping in view the objectives of the study, the data were 

analysed using suitable techniques. The result obtained from 

this study have been presented and discuss critically.  

 

Changing Pattern of Consumer Expenditure in India  

The structural changes in the consumption expenditure in 

rural and urban areas of Maharashtra have been assessed by 

taking the Monthly Per Capita Consumption Expenditure 

(MPCE) at current prices. NSSO has completed ten 

quinquennial surveys from 2072-73 to 2017 - 18. The 

following table shows that in Maharashtra average MPCE has 

been increasing over the years in rural and urban areas. 

 

Food item group wise break-up of MPCE in 68th round 

and 75th round (Rs.)  

Table no 1 and 2 shows that the changes in monthly per capita 

expenditure in food items and non-food items respectively. 

The compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of monthly per 

capita expenditure of food items in rural and urban 

Maharashtra was 0.071 and 0.104 respectively during 68th 

round (2011-12) to 75th round (2017-18). The compound 

annual growth rate (CAGR) of monthly per capita expenditure 
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of non-food items in rural and urban Maharashtra was 0.053 

and 0.084 respectively during 68th round (2011-12) to 75th 

round (2017-18). Moreover the total MPCE in rural area has 

increased from Rs. 1428.63 to Rs. 2044.99 and similarly in 

urban area shows increase from Rs. 2638.02 to Rs. 4471.33 in 

total food and non-food consumption.  

 
Table 1: Food item group wise break-up of MPCE in 68th round and 75th round in Maharashtra (Rs.) 

 

Item group 
68th round 

(July, 2011 – June, 2012) 

75th round 

(July, 2017 – June, 2018) 
CAGR (%) Absolute change Relative change 

 Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban rural Urban rural Urban 

Total cereals 149.17 184.37 150.98 237.18 0.002 0.042 1.81 52.81 1.21 28.64 

Cereal substitute: tapioca, etc 6.04 4.19 4.47 5.05 -0.048 0.031 -1.57 0.86 -25.99 20.53 

Pulses and pulse products 57.85 68.25 53.87 77.38 -0.011 0.021 -3.98 9.13 -6.88 13.38 

Milk and milk products 98.79 181.55 147.65 263.93 0.069 0.064 48.86 82.38 49.46 45.38 

Sugar 35.97 33.50 35.14 39.41 -0.003 0.027 -0.83 5.91 -2.31 17.64 

Salt 2.72 2.79 3.06 3.97 0.019 0.060 0.34 1.18 12.50 42.29 

Edible oil 69.05 79.41 76.36 98.17 0.016 0.035 7.31 18.76 10.59 23.62 

Egg, fish and meat 40.91 69.89 98.27 163.25 0.157 0.151 57.36 93.36 140.21 133.58 

Vegetables 65.03 92.84 117.31 189.53 0.103 0.126 52.28 96.69 80.39 104.15 

Fruits (fresh) 21.0 50.5 55.12 129.49 0.174 0.169 34.12 78.99 162.48 156.42 

Fruits (dry) 25.69 28.28 44.50 86.18 0.095 0.204 18.81 57.9 73.22 204.74 

Spices 29.55 31.74 68.03 100.03 0.149 0.210 38.48 68.29 130.22 215.15 

Beverage and refreshments 56.50 174.09 140.34 420.20 0.163 0.158 83.84 246.11 148.39 141.37 

Total food 658.31 1001.46 995.09 1813.77 0.071 0.104 336.78 812.31 51.16 81.11 

 

Table 2: Non - Food item group wise break-up of MPCE in 68th round and 75th round in Maharashtra (Rs.) 
 

Item group 
68th round 

(July, 2011 – June, 2012) 

75th round 

(July, 2017 – June, 2018) 
CAGR (%) Absolute change Relative change 

 Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban 

Pan, tobacco & intoxicants 25.43 30.17 47.89 69.32 0.111 0.149 22.46 39.15 88.32 129.76 

Fuel and light 139.01 208.73 158.85 307.20 0.022 0.067 19.84 98.47 14.27 47.18 

Clothing and bedding 102.78 161.09 173.44 284.06 0.091 0.099 70.66 122.97 68.75 76.34 

Footwear 16.99 29.93 31.60 54.80 0.109 0.106 14.61 24.87 85.99 83.09 

Education 57.15 198.75 60.89 277.89 0.011 0.057 3.74 79.14 6.54 39.82 

Medical (Institutional) 51.14 70.23 42.87 65.13 -0.029 -0.012 -8.27 -5.1 -16.17 -7.26 

Medical (non-institutional) 62.87 102.16 49.17 113.15 -0.040 0.017 -13.7 10.99 -21.79 10.76 

Entertainment 14.65 47.91 34.57 94.49 0.154 0.120 19.92 46.58 135.97 97.22 

Minor durable – type goods 3.52 6.72 9.02 23.18 0.170 0.229 5.5 16.46 156.25 244.94 

Toilet articles 37.47 59.80 51.70 99.02 0.055 0.088 14.23 39.22 37.98 65.59 

Another household consumable 31.51 53.96 44.15 86.44 0.058 0.082 12.64 32.48 40.11 60.19 

Consumer services excluding conveyance 79.52 191.21 96.38 291.23 0.033 0.073 16.86 100.02 21.20 52.31 

Conveyance 91.97 187.68 132.53 343.85 0.063 0.106 40.56 156.17 44.10 83.21 

Rent 8.47 170.18 14.90 325.62 0.099 0.114 6.43 155.44 75.91 91.34 

Consumer taxes & cesses 11.36 54.43 22.65 55.30 0.122 0.003 11.29 0.87 99.38 1.60 

Durable goods 36.48 63.62 79.28 166.89 0.138 0.174 42.8 103.27 117.32 162.32 

Total non-food 770.32 1636.56 1049.90 2657.56 0.053 0.084 279.58 1021 36.29 62.39 

Total consumer expenditure 1428.63 2638.02 2044.99 4471.33 0.062 0.092 616.36 1833.31 43.14 69.50 

 
Table 3: Item group wise percentage break-up of MPCE in 68th round and 75th round (per cent) 

 

Item group 
68th round 

(July, 2011 – June, 2012) 

75th round 

(July, 2017 – June, 2018 ) 

 Rural Urban Rural Urban 

A. FOOD ITEMS     

Total cereals 10.4 7.0 7.4 5.3 

Cereal substitute : tapioca, etc 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.1 

Pulses and pulse products 4.0 2.6 2.6 1.7 

Milk and milk products 6.9 6.9 7.2 5.9 

Sugar 2.5 1.3 1.7 0.9 

Salt 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 

Edible oil 4.8 3.0 3.7 2.2 

Egg, fish and meat 2.9 2.6 4.8 3.7 

Vegetables 4.6 3.5 5.7 4.2 

Fruits (fresh) 1.5 1.9 2.7 2.9 

Fruits (dry) 1.8 1.1 2.2 1.9 

Spices 2.1 1.2 3.3 2.2 

Beverage and refreshments 4.0 6.6 6.9 9.4 

A. Sub-total food items 46.1 38.0 48.7 40.6 

 

 
 

https://www.mathsjournal.com/


 

~42~ 

International Journal of Statistics and Applied Mathematics https://www.mathsjournal.com 
 

Table 4: Non - Food item group percentage wise break-up of MPCE in 68th round and 75th round in Maharashtra (Rs.) 
 

Item group 
68th round 

(July, 2011 – June, 2012) 

75th round 

(July, 2017 – June, 2018 ) 

 Rural Urban Rural Urban 

B) Non- food Items     

Pan, tobacco & intoxicants 1.8 1.1 2.3 1.6 

Fuel and light 9.7 7.9 7.8 6.9 

Clothing and bedding 7.2 6.1 8.5 6.4 

Footwear 1.2 1.1 1.5 1.2 

Education 4.0 7.5 3.0 6.2 

Medical (Institutional) 3.6 2.7 2.1 1.5 

Medical (non-institutional) 4.4 3.9 2.4 2.5 

Entertainment 1.0 1.8 1.7 2.1 

Minor durable – type goods 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 

Toilet articles 2.6 2.3 2.5 2.2 

Another household consumable 2.2 2.0 2.2 1.9 

Consumer services excluding conveyance 5.6 7.2 4.7 6.5 

Conveyance 6.4 7.1 6.5 7.7 

Rent 0.6 6.5 0.7 7.3 

Consumer taxes & cesses 0.8 2.1 1.1 1.2 

Durable goods 2.6 2.4 3.9 3.7 

B. Sub-total non-food items 53.9 62.0 51.3 59.4 

Total consumer expenditure (A + B) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

 

Item group wise percentage break-up of MPCE in 68th 

round and 75th round in Maharashtra (per cent) 

Item group wise percentage break-up of MPCE in 68th round 

and 75th round is given in Table 3. It is seen that though share 

of MPCE on ‘food’ group has been increased during 75th 

round as compared to 68th round data, share of MPCE on 

total cereals, cereal substitutes, pulses & pulse products, milk 

& milk products, sugar, salt, edible oil in total food items has 

been decreased. Share of total cereals in total ‘food’ items has 

been decreased by about 3 per cent in rural areas and 1.7 per 

cent in urban areas. Share of MPCE on pulses & pulse 

products in total ‘food’ items has been decreased by 1.4 per 

cent in rural and 0.9 per cent in urban areas. Share of 

‘beverages & refreshments’ increased by 2.9 per cent in rural 

& by 2.8 per cent in urban areas. ‘Egg, fish and meat’ food 

items showed increase in share by about 1.9 per cent in rural 

areas and by 1.1 per cent in urban areas. The share of MPCE 

on ‘non-food’ group has been decreased during 75th round 

(51.3 per cent in rural & 59.4 per cent in urban areas) as 

compared 68th round (53.9 per cent in rural & 62.0 per cent in 

urban areas) 

 

Monthly per capita cereal consumption in Maharashtra 

during 1972-73 to 2017- 18 in Maharashtra (kg)  

Monthly per capita consumption of major cereals are 

estimated in various quinquennial rounds of NSS starting 

from 1972-73 (27th round are given in table no. 5. It is seen 

that quantity of all cereals consumed has been decreased over 

the years. In rural areas, consumption of jowar and bajra is 

reduced replacing it with wheat. In urban areas, quantity of 

wheat, jowar and bajra consumption shows declining trend 

while consumption of rice increasing over the years.  

 
Table 5: Monthly per capita cereal consumption in Maharashtra during 1972-73 to 2017- 18. (kg) 

 

Round Rural Urban 

 Rice Wheat Jowar bajra All cereals Rice wheat Jowar Bajra All cereals 

27th round (1972-73) 2.25 2.82 6.52 0.69 13.30 1.65 6.59 1.86 0.35 10.60 

32nd round (1977-78) 2.84 1.69 7.71 0.77 13.40 2.79 4.48 2.86 0.29 10.30 

38th round (1983) 3.01 1.68 7.16 1.11 13.40 3.23 4.52 2.25 0.30 10.30 

43rd round (1987-88) 2.62 2.53 6.30 1.07 12.70 2.93 4.69 1.98 0.35 9.94 

50th round (1993- 94) 3.03 2.81 4.77 1.30 12.10 3.25 4.69 1.73 0.30 9.97 

55th round (1999- 2000)  2.84 3.63 2.88 0.91 10.30 3.09 5.07 1.01 0.16 9.33 

61st round (2004- 05) 3.01 3.62 2.57 0.92 10.20 2.97 4.57 0.95 0.19 8.68 

66th round (2009-10) 3.13 4.32 1.88 0.52 9.92 3.14 4.69 0.75 0.15 8.75 

68th round (2011-12) 2.92 4.77 1.24 0.53 9.51 3.03 4.73 0.49 0.16 8.44 

75th round (2017-18) 2.60 4.19 1.04 0.34 8.25 2.76 4.46 0.47 0.11 7.85 

Absolute change 0.35 1.37 -5.48 -0.35 -5.05 1.11 -2.13 -1.39 -0.24 -2.75 

Relative change 15.56 48.58 -84.05 -50.72 -37.97 67.27 -32.32 -74.73 -68.57 -25.94 

CGR 3.068 5.752 -100 -100 -100 2.475 -100 -100 -100 -100 

CV 9.41 33.52 69.54 36.96 16.69 9.41 13.12 56.75 38.43 9.98 

  

 Value of Consumption by Broad Group of Items Per 

Person For A Period Of 30 Days (Rs.)  

Table 6 and 7 shows the value of per capita per month 

consumption of different groups of items. The composition of 

consumer expenditure has undergone many changes over the 

years. In 2017-18, the value of consumption increased 50 

times in rural areas and 68 times in urban areas as compared 

to 1972-73. During 2017-18 it is observed that in rural areas, 

out of the total MPCE of Rs. 2044.99, Rs. 995.09 is spent on 

food and remaining Rs. 1049.90 is spent on non-food items. 

In urban areas, out of total MPCE of Rs. 4471.33, Rs.1813.77 

is spent on food and remaining Rs. 2657.56 is spent on non-

food items.  
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Fig 1: Monthly per capita cereal consumption in rural area 

  

 
 

Fig 2: Monthly per capita cereal consumption in urban areas 
 

 
 

Fig 3: Value of consumption by broad group of items (Rs.) in rural areas 
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Fig 4: Value of consumption by broad group of items (Rs.) in urban areas 

 
Table 6: Value of Consumption by Broad Group of Items Per Person for A Period Of 30 Days (Rs.) 

 

Rural 

 27th round 32nd round 38th round 43rd round 50th round 55th round 61th round 66th round 68th round 75th round 

Cereals 16.35 18.40 29.82 31.65 55.95 81.65 83.27 137.91 149.17 150.98 

Pulses 2.01 3.18 5.72 8.27 16.41 21.73 21.12 49.14 56.54 53.87 

Milk & milk products 2.07 3.47 6.33 10.23 21.75 33.16 33.91 64.98 98.79 147.65 

Edible oil 1.94 2.92 6.07 10.89 19.95 26.18 35.12 45.90 69.05 76.36 

Meat, egg & fish 1.06 1.94 4.03 5.17 10.73 19.08 17.46 30.04 40.91 98.27 

Sugar 1.94 2.33 4.31 6.67 14.03 14.62 17.15 35.27 35.97 35.14 

Other food items 5.01 8.59 15.21 25.92 57.49 79.60 85.31 151.18 207.88 432.83 

A) Total food 30.38 40.83 71.49 98.80 196.31 276.02 293.34 514.43 658.31 995.09 

Fuel & light 2.51 4.52 9.25 13.13 26.35 39.79 65.74 107.28 139.01 158.85 

Clothing 2.63 5.30 10.69 11.60 22.56 36.37 23.66 65.39 102.78 173.44 

Other non-food items 5.71 10.34 24.82 34.87 87.71 136.75 189.30 337.97 528.53 717.61 

B) Non-food total 10.85 20.16 44.76 59.60 136.62 212.91 278.72 510.66 770.32 1049.90 

Total expenditure (A+B) 41.23 60.99 116.25 158.40 332.92 488.93 572.05 1025.09 1428.63 2044.99 

 

Urban 

 27th round 32nd round 38th round 43rd round 50th round 55th round 61th round 66th round 68th round 75th round 

Cereals 11.13 17.03 29.41 33.55 63.16 97.91 104.56 180.83 184.37 237.18 

Pulses 2.49 4.62 7.79 10.66 19.32 26.68 27.86 61.46 65.82 77.38 

Milk & milk products 6.10 9.93 18.18 24.90 45.40 66.62 82.07 138.03 181.55 263.93 

Edible oil 4.01 5.82 11.06 17.17 29.12 35.51 45.52 59.25 79.41 98.17 

Meat, egg & fish 2.21 4.32 8.01 9.83 18.54 26.51 29.90 51.30 69.89 163.25 

Sugar 2.61 3.26 5.06 7.11 14.30 15.55 17.28 35.62 33.50 39.41 

Other food items 13.56 22.52 41.47 63.02 107.45 157.08 182.11 284.59 386.92 934.44 

A) Total food 42.11 67.50 120.98 166.24 297.29 425.86 489.30 811.08 1001.48 1813.77 

Fuel & light 3.17 7.13 13.43 19.34 36.63 67.01 121.99 169.69 208.73 307.20 

Clothing 2.79 7.28 14.98 14.61 25.23 55.90 36.59 106.12 161.09 284.06 

Other non-food items 17.55 30.84 61.03 90.85 183.57 336.61 585.87 1071.32 1266.72 2066.33 

B)Non-food total 24.05 45.25 89.44 124.80 245.43 459.32 744.45 1347.13 1636.54 2657.56 

Total expenditure (A + B) 66.16 112.75 210.42 291.04 542.72 885.38 1233.76 2158.21 2638.02 4471.33 

 

Percentage Composition of Consumer Expenditure Since 

1972- 73 (per cent) 

Table 7 shows that the percentage share of food items in total 

expenditure is steadily declining while that of non-food item 

is increasing, reflecting the changing lifestyle of people. In 

2017-18 (75th round ), the share of expenditure on cereal is 7.4 

per cent in rural areas and 5.3 per cent in urban areas which 

was 39.7 per cent in rural areas and 16.8 per cent in urban 

areas in 1972-73. The percentage share of expenditure on 

food items in rural areas decreased from 73.7 per cent in 

1972-73 to 48.7 per cent and in urban areas from 63.6 per cent 

to 40.6 per cent. There is a significant difference in the 

percentage of expenditure on other non-food items in rural 

and urban areas, being 35.1 per cent in rural and 46.2 per cent 

in urban areas.  
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Table 7: Percentage Composition of Consumer Expenditure Since 1972- 73 (per cent) 
 

Rural  

 27th round 32nd round 38th round 43rd round 50th round 55th round 61th round 66th round 68th round 75th round CV 

Cereals 39.7 30.2 25.7 20.0 16.8 16.7 14.6 13.5 10.4 7.4 50.292 

Pulses 4.9 5.2 4.9 5.2 4.9 4.4 3.7 4.8 4.0 2.6 18.374 

Milk & milk products 5.0 5.7 5.4 6.5 6.5 6.8 5.9 6.3 6.9 7.2 11.313 

Edible oil 4.7 4.8 5.2 6.8 6.0 5.4 6.1 4.5 4.8 3.7 17.391 

Meat, egg & fish 2.6 3.2 3.5 3.3 3.2 3.9 3.1 2.9 2.9 4.8 18.682 

Sugar 4.7 3.8 3.7 4.2 4.2 3.0 3.0 3.4 2.5 1.7 26.218 

Other food items 12.2 14.1 13.1 16.4 17.3 16.3 14.9 14.7 14.6 21.2 16.342 

Total food 73.7 66.9 61.5 62.4 59.0 56.5 51.3 50.2 46.1 48.7 15.227 

Fuel & light 6.1 7.4 8.0 8.3 7.9 8.1 11.5 10.5 9.7 7.8 15.204 

Clothing 6.4 8.7 9.2 7.3 6.8 7.4 4.1 6.4 7.2 8.5 20.728 

Other non-food items 13.8 17.0 21.4 22.0 26.3 28.0 33.1 33.0 37.0 35.1 29.835 

Non-food total 26.3 33.1 38.5 37.6 41.0 43.5 48.7 49.8 53.9 51.3 20.711 

Total expenditure 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  

   

Urban 

 27th round 32nd round 38th round 43rd round 50th round 55th round 61th round 66th round 68th round 75th round CV 

Cereals 16.8 15.1 14.0 11.5 11.6 11.1 8.5 8.4 7.0 5.3 33.619 

Pulses 3.8 4.1 3.7 3.7 3.6 3.0 2.3 2.8 2.5 1.7 25.092 

Milk & milk products 9.2 8.8 8.6 8.6 8.4 7.5 6.7 6.4 6.9 5.9 15.108 

Edible oil 6.1 5.2 5.3 5.9 5.4 4.0 3.7 2.7 3.0 2.2 32.425 

Meat, egg & fish 3.3 3.8 3.8 3.4 3.4 3.0 2.4 2.4 2.6 3.7 17.338 

Sugar 3.9 2.9 2.4 2.4 2.6 1.8 1.4 1.7 1.3 0.9 41.761 

Other food items 20.5 20.0 19.7 21.7 19.8 17.7 14.8 13.2 14.7 20.9 16.478 

Total food 63.6 59.9 57.5 57.1 54.8 48.1 39.7 37.6 38.0 40.6 20.209 

Fuel & light 5.6 6.3 6.4 6.6 6.7 7.6 9.9 7.9 7.9 6.9 16.826 

Clothing 4.2 6.5 7.1 5.0 4.6 6.3 3.0 4.9 6.1 6.4 23.582 

Other non-food items 26.5 27.4 29.0 31.2 33.8 38.0 47.5 49.6 48.0 46.2 24.692 

Non-food total 36.4 40.1 42.5 42.9 45.2 51.9 60.3 62.4 62.0 59.4 19.960 

Total expenditure 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  

 

 
 

Fig 5: Per cent composition of item wise expenditure in rural areas 

 

 
 

Fig 6: Per cent composition of item wise expenditure in urban areas 
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Conclusion  

The objective of these studies is to assess the commodity wise 

trends in monthly per capita consumption expenditure 

(MPCE) pattern in rural and urban area of Maharashtra and 

India and study the trends in consumption expenditure of food 

and non-food items in Maharashtra. To examine the changes 

in consumption pattern in India and Maharashtra as per NSSO 

reports. The major conclusion emerging from analysis is. 

1. In Maharashtra, monthly per capita consumption 

expenditure has increased in both rural and urban areas 

over the years.it is seen that increase in expenditure has 

been greater in urban areas compared to rural areas. This 

shows a wide rural urban disparity in the monthly per 

capita expenditure.  

2. The share of expenditure on food items in total 

expenditure has shown a declining trend in both rural and 

urban areas on the contrary monthly per capita 

expenditure on non-food items has increased.  

3. The amount of quantity (monthly per capita consumption 

in physical terms) consumed on cereals has shown a 

declining trend where as fuel, light, durable goods, 

miscellaneous goods and services etc have an increasing 

trend in both rural and urban Maharashtra.  

4. The consumption of cereals which still forms the largest 

component of households consumption budget has 

slightly declined during 68th round and 75th round.  

5. The purchasing power of people is highly influenced by 

the changing lifestyles, standard of living, modernization 

and growing employment opportunities.  
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